BLICKMASCHINEN / Visual Tactics or how pictures emerge. 

The Werner Nekes Collection from the perspective of contemporary art 

June 20 – August 23, 2009
C3 Foundation – Műcsarnok / Kunsthalle Budapest
Opening: Friday, June 19, 2009, at 7 p.m.
They guide, captivate, entice and mislead the viewer’s attention: anamorphosis, peep-show, kaleidoscope, perspective theatre, magic lantern. Many of today’s contemporary artists are working with the images of those apparatuses or optical devices which we consider the forerunners of present-day media – the film, the television and the digital media. o The artists ftenintegrate these historical media in their work, and use them simultaneously with video, the digital camera and the computer. Their interest, however, is not nostalgia, but a way to question the purpose of today’s barrage of images, an analysis of the status of our current mode of seeing, and a visualization of the process of image creation.

The exhibition Blickmaschinen / Visual Tactics explores the subject with the works – the earliest made in the 1950s – of 45 contemporary artists, among them Dennis Adams, Olafur Eliasson, Hans-Peter Feldmann, Douglas Gordon, Rodney Graham, William Kentridge, Mischa Kuball, Pipilotti Rist, Thomas Ruff, Robert Smithson,, and Attila Csörgő, Miklós Erdély, Dóra Maurer, Zoltán Szegedy-Maszák from Hungary. Their works appear in the company of a selection of 200 items from the acclaimed media history collection of film maker Werner Nekes.

 Through this juxtaposition the exhibition offers a special perspective on the origin of technological imagery production, and on the interplay of fiction and reality, of vision and illusion. With the cultural historical relics of the Nekes Collection, the historical evolution of image making can be seen vis-à-vis the relevant technological possibilities. The objects are presented at this thematic display in groupings that correspond to the  media-archaeological stations , some in showcases, some allowing visitors to have a hands-on experience.

Bycontrast, the contemporary works of artvisualize the specific conditions and characteristics that determine creation of artistic imagery  and the questioning of images Materializing passed down concepts and contraptions means more than resuscitation: it contains the potential for development and innovation, for astonishment and experimentation.Comparing the images made with the various devices and technologies with the processing capacity of the human eye, it also becomes possible to examine what in fact vision is: a process both visual (perceptive, receptive) and cognitive (creative).

The touring exhibition was first presented in Germany, in the Museum for Contemporary Art (Museum für Gegenwartskunst), Siegen, between November 23, 2008 and May 10, 2009. Following the Budapest display, the show will travel on to Spain, the Centro Andaluz de Arte Contémporaneo, Sevilla.

Each location features special side events, among them lectures, conferences, film screenings, guided tours, museum learning programmes, workshops and other presentations.

The subjects and artists presented at the exhibit are:
Visual relations Margarete Hahner / Alfons Schilling /Haus-Rucker-Co Multiple perspective Ulrike Grossarth / Giulio Paolini / Sigmar Polke / Markus Raetz Shadow Play Pierre Bastien / Sergio Belinchón / Dore O. / Hans-Peter Feldmann / Regina Silveira / Julio Le Parc / Dieter Kiessling / Eulália Valldosera / Kara Walker / Tim Noble & Sue Webster Deconstruction Thomas Ruff / William Kentridge / Katharina Meldner / Robert Smithson / Rodney Graham /Sebastián Díaz Morales Mirror Phenomena Douglas Gordon / Olafur Eliasson / Mischa Kuball / Nicolas Schöffer Chambers – cameras Steven Pippin / Pipilotti Rist / Roland Stratmann / Rachel Khedoori / Hermann Pitz Interval Erdély Miklós / Csörgő Attila / Maurer Dóra / Dennis Adams / Miguel Rothschild / Császári Gábor / Ed Ruscha Inspiration – interaction Lendvai Ádám / Kolozsvári Csenge / Szegedy-Maszák Zoltán / Fernezelyi Márton / Intermédia, Zádor Tamás 

From the Werner Nekes Collection:

Shadow projection / Camera obscura / Perspective / Anamorphosis / Peep-show / Transparencies / Laterna Magica / Panorama / Kaleidoscope / Stroboscope / Stereo / Phase images / Pocket cinema / Animation / Montage

Curators of the exhibition: Nike Bätzner, Eva Schmidt 

Co-curators: Miklós Peternák (C3) and José Lebrero Stals (Sevilla) 

Realized by: Marianna Mayer (Műcsarnok) –Miklós Peternák (C3)
Media Magica extra – additional programmes 

Werner Nekes’s Media Magica film series (while the exhibition is open, in Műcsarnok / Menu Point gallery)

Symposium of the Hungarian University of Fine Arts: Art and Media Technologies (June 20-21.)
Miklós Bölcskey: Camera obscura performance (June 20, 6 pm– Museum Night, Műcsarnok)

Kaos Camping (June 20. 10 pm – Museum Night, Műcsarnok)

Siegfried Zielinski: Audiovíziók – book presentation (June 21. 3 pm – Műcsarnok Auditorium)
GAMA: Gateway to media art archives (June 21. 5 pm – Műcsarnok Auditorium)
Videobrasil: Solange Farkas’ presentation (June 21. 6.30 pm – Műcsarnok Auditorium)

bauhauslab_budapest (closing event)
Abstract Theatre (closing event)
Related links: http://blickmaschinen.de, http://www.pillanatgepek.c3.hu/
Werner Nekes’s webpage: http://wernernekes.de
Former venue of the exhibition:

"Blickmaschinen" oder wie Bilder entstehen 

Die zeitgenössische Kunst schaut auf die Sammlung Werner Nekes 

Museum für Gegenwartskunst Siegen

November 23, 2008 –May 10, 2009

http://www.kunstmuseum-siegen.de
Next venue of the exhibition:

Máquinas de mirar 

Cento Andaluz de Arte Contemporaneo Sevilla

September 17– January 10, 2010
http://www.caac.es/ 

The exhibition has been realised with the support of the Kulturstiftung des Bundes and the Culture Programme of the European Union.

Other supporters of the exhibition “Blickmaschinen / Visual Tactics”: National Cultural Fund, Ministry of Education and Culture, Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen, SEACEX, Pro Helvetia – Schweizer Kulturstiftung, Spanish Minsitry for Foreign Affairs
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High resolution are images available at:
http://www.mucsarnok.hu/new_site/index.php?lang=hu&cm=sajto&curmenu=501
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